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Goats are least affected by droughts and can be raised at zero 
household cost; therefore all income category households keep 
goats. It is for this reason the number of small animals is 
increasing as compared to the large animals. One of the 
mitigation strategies of the people is to migrate with their herds 
of animals during the adverse conditions to different areas 
based on fodder availability.  
 
Weakness of traditional knowledge  
In severe drought and consecutive drought years, ranging from 
two to five, traditional system could not provide water, food 
and fodder security. The significant limitation of traditional 
technologies is that it used to be in oral form, transferred from 

one generation to the next, confined to few people. Hence, 
further development in technique could not take place to cope 
up with various changes. The political instability took away the 
gains of traditional knowledge to cope up with drought. It 
experienced a further jolt after independence. Western science 
became the base for development policies and the traditional 
system, even the culture was looked down. There was further 
neglect of traditional knowledge in all walks of life. The 
following table presents a historical transect highlighting the 
changes that took place in Jaisalmer over a period of time. 
 
Historic Transect 

 
Table 7: To get a picture of changes in Jaisalmer over time 

 

1950-1960 

 The source of water was Gadisar Lake 
 Water accessibility was less 
 Population Density was low 
 Transportation system was not much developed 

1960-1970 
 People used to fetch water from distance 
 Indira Gandhi Canal was built in 1965 
 Tube wells were constructed 

1970-1980 
 Railways were introduced for the first time 
 Population Density increased 
 Military security service increased 

1980-1990  Same environment as the period of 1970-1980 

1990-2000 
 Vegetation started to decline 
 Wheat was introduced along with Bajra and Guar due to irrigation facilities 

2000 onwards

 There is tap water supply in every household of Jaisalmer city 
 Well-developed water supply systems 
 Water supplied by municipality 
 No dearth of water in city of Jaisalmer 

 
Conclusion 
Jaisalmer is an arid region so agriculture is not much 
dependable livelihood. It was observed that people in rural 
areas are engaged in multiple activities to sustain their living. 
Like practicing agriculture during monsoon and working as 
guides during other months. Also most of the people are 
engaged in Animal Husbandry to cope up with water scarcity 
and droughts. In the ultimate analysis these measures benefit 
relatively more large farmers and those with large access to 
land. Non-farm activities as livelihoods have tremendous 
potential to cope up with drought and leading to sustainable 
employment creation within rural economy.  
People evolved and innovated water harvesting technologies 
suited to different agro-climatic regions. Kings, business 
communities, religious priests tried to provide financial, 
spiritual and other inputs to help the construction of water 
harvesting structures to provide drinking water to meet basic 
needs. Traditional technologies have the strength to cope up 
with drought. The need is to identify these strengths and 
weaknesses and build upon to evolve new strategies which are 
people and user friendly.  
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